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Withdrawal in Belgium

LET us NOW RETURN to our eastern front, and what may be
called the B.E.K proper.

Here, upon the afternoon of 21st May, Lord Gort met his three
Corps Commanders. These reported continuous fighting against
very strong and growing forces, and stated that in their unanimous
opinion it would be impossible to occupy the present line for more
than another twenty-four hours.

It was therefore decided provisionally to swing back to the defences
constructed by the B.E.F. along the Belgian frontier during the previous
winter, employing Maulde as the pivot.

But first Lord Gort had to consult the French and the Belgians :
the latter in particular would be seriously affected by the move. He
accordingly proceeded to Ypres, where he met the King of the Belgians
and General Billotte.

It was here agreed that the Escaut should be abandoned, and that
the Allied Armies should occupy a line from Maulde northward to
Halluin, thence along the Lys to Courtrai and Ghent. A glance at the
map will show that this disposition would leave the Belgian left flank
in a dangerously advanced position ; and the King of the Belgians was
asked, if he were forced to withdraw, if he would fall back upon the
line of the Yser. He agreed, with evident reluctance.

General Gamelia had now finally disappeared from the scene, and
General Weygand has assumed command of the Allied Forces, Ho
had visited General Billotte the previous day, and had indicated that
the long-promised counter-attack from the south was being planned
for the following day, 22nd May. Vain hope.
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Communications Finally Severed

s o M u c H , T H E N, for the immediate dispositions and exertions of
our beleaguered garrison. Let us next consider for a moment the
position of the forces left outside.

These consisted of the Lines of Communication Troops, extending
south-westward to the base posts, under Major-General P. do Pen-
blanque : the 51st Division, now returning from the Saar, and the
Armoured Division, which had at last arrived in France, There were
in addition some nine battalions of the 12th and 46th Divisions, aad
troops of the Pioneer Corps,